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CARPENTER APPOINTS CURRENT PRINCIPAL OF HICKMAN MILLS FRESHMAN CENTER 

AS THE NEW PRINCIPAL OF RUSKIN HIGH SCHOOL. 
 

(South Kansas City) – Effective July 1, 2015, Dawn Smith will be the new face 
leading the way at Ruskin High School. Yesterday, Superintendent Dr. Dennis L. 
Carpenter announced his appointment of Smith to the role of principal. Currently, 
she serves as the principal at the new Hickman Mills Freshman Center and has 
been with the District for just under one year. 

Smith has extensive experience as an administrator. Prior to being principal at the 
Freshman Center, Smith was a school improvement specialist and an assistant 
principal of instruction in metropolitan Georgia. She graduated with an 
Educational Specialist degree in Educational Administration and Supervision from 
Lincoln Memorial University in Tennessee and Masters in Educational Leadership 
at Clark University in Atlanta, Ga. 

Smith said she is honored to serve in this new role. 

“My goal is to always contribute wherever I serve through dedication, integrity, and hard work,” Smith said. “I 
look forward to bringing my best to the team and partnering with the students, faculty, parents, and staff to 
provide the best educational experience possible for all students.” 

“She has reinvigorated the culture, climate, and educational delivery at the Hickman Mills Freshman Center,” 
Carpenter said of Smith. “In less than one year, Ms. Smith has managed to create an atmosphere with the staff 
and students that provides honor and respect. This has made a difference in how education is delivered at the 
secondary level. When you have great leadership, sometimes you have to take on a greater responsibility. Having 
her at the helm will do great things for Ruskin and the District as a whole.” 

*** 

The mission of the Hickman Mills C-1 School District, a proudly diverse and historic community, is to provide a foundation for our 
students that maximizes academic success and fosters civic engagement. 


